478         THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

ment for France; that I would not advise her to do any-
thing humiliating or disgraceful; but that it was eminently
wise to avoid a war if it could be done by adopting a course
which would save the Emperor's self-esteem; that for such
purpose it was wise to help him save his face. I urged
upon the French Government, in the first place, the great
danger of war to them, and the fact that British assistance
could avail them very, very little in the event of such a
war, because France would be in danger of invasion by
land; and in the next place, I pointed out that if there were
a conference of the Powers France would have every rea-
son to believe that the conference would not sanction any
unjust attack by Germany upon French interests, and that
if all the Powers, or practically all the Powers, in the con-
ference took an attitude favorable to France on such a
point it would make it well-nigh impossible for Germany
to. assail her. I explained that I would not accept the invi-
tation of the conference unless France was willing, and that
if I -went in I would treat both sides with absolute justice,
and would, if necessary, take very strong grounds against
any attitude of Germany which seemed to me unjust and
unfair.

At last, the French Government informed me through
Jusserand that it would agree to the conference. At this
time I was having numerous interviews with both Jus-
serand and Speck. With Speck I was on close terms; with
Jusserand, who is one of the best men I have ever met, and
whose country was in the right on this issue, I was on even
closer terms. On the 23d of June he received from the
French Minister of Foreign Affairs a despatch running in
part as follows :

[Original in French]

"During his recent conversations with you, President
Eoosevelt came to the conclusion that however unjust it
might be on the part of Germany to declare war under the
present circumstances, it was nevertheless possible, and
that it should be avoided by the use of conciliation, and